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. By Bernard D. Nossiter

AWashington Post Foreign Service

- LONDON — The Central In-
tellizence Agency secretly cre-
ated a news service here, Forum
World Features, to supply po-

newspapears arouitd the world,
according to knowledgable of-
ﬁc_inls-.

_§he agency quietly closed
down the nine-year-old opera-
tion in April for at least two
reasons, these officials said.
Tirst, they said, the CIA is.
withdrawing from covert prop-’
agonda activities of this Kind.
Second. the azeancy is said to!
have feared that Philip Agee

CTA officer would blow Forum
world Features’ cover.

When it began selling arti-
service’s

the officials, was Joln Hay
Whitney, former U.S. ambassa-
dor to Britain and chairman of
‘the International Herald Trib-
une. Rarly in 1873, Whitney
wis replaced by Richard BMel-
1o Scaife, who has held ava-
riety of posts with the huge
WMellon interests in oil and

fin New York., Whitney’s
said he had “no comment on
the subject™ of CIA involve
ment in the news operation, A
three-dlay effort to reach
Scaife for comment was Ul
successful]

. Editors in London who
hought articles from Forum
World Features say that the;
service was highly  profes-
sional, Its dayv-to-day opera-
tions were supervised by
Brian Crozier, a well-known
British writer of rightwing
views. Crozier has denied that
the news agency had any link
with the CIA. ‘

- Croziers clients recall only

e1Us

rare attempts at what would:aifairs, economies, science and! for Cultural I-'reecfom, ansd

of The Guardian, recalled that
one slanted story from Forum
World Features did slip into
the paper in the 1060s. It re-
ported that Somalia had re-l
ceived
bombers from the Soviet; R

Union. Wright, who was n%t:dq?I ( CC{T). from “h-mh CI"},
foreign editor at the time, saidi"ﬂ"hm ew its support in 1966.
that a.few weeks later thel,
newspaper
straiecht with an account of:if*
Somalias 12 Migs.
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ieem to be propaganda, tk;2*113;medicine, book reviews and
o ’ i .
bPI.St,e““’ the Service's credi ! other subjects of a general na-
ility. The editors said thatj In its first tw

propaganda was appavent in ure. -n its first two years
articlens dealing with Vietnam !F“F has provided the United

where the service gave Stronu'StateS with 2 §1§,’anICZl.nt brouzht articles were in the

support to the official Ameri. means to counter Communist| ;55 of the CIA, When asked

can position -prop (sic) and has become 2igphether he knew there was

o respected feature service well|yy oney g s
r 7 it Lo -1 CIA money ors s
Ian Wright, foreign editor{gn the way io a position of sen’iceoi:s;lf geuri%?gd’?or tae
21f, :

prestize in the journalism| .. SN "
world. Begun as a commercial] , * ot to my knowledge.” He
then hung up.

entity in January, 1866, FIWWE

was created from the residue; Crozier also insisted that he

o of Forum Service an activityihad left Forum World Fea-

flghterio: tha Cong. for Cultural Free-jtures in June 1874 However.
documents here that were

fited with the Departmeut of

Beneath the unsigned memo Trade when the service closed

cecopdiis written in hand: “Run W. down on April 29 list Crozier

‘ynoiledze and cooperation of(a$ L€ “person running the
jbusiness.”

Hiz devuty, Tan Hamilton,
also described the CLA link as
tage was first made in Timejwhich CIA operates here. Offi-|“a whole fabrication of rus-
Out. a weekly that blends left.| cials_ say . that the agency, bish.” Hamiiton says that
wine  political commentary: Which has a substantial staff|Scaife wound down the serv-
with an entertainment unjde. al the embassy in London,:lce heeause it was running at
The link has now been con-largely performs a lialson a loss.
firmed by knowledgeable oiti-| function, sharing information} Like Crozier, Hamilton sug-
cials. . with its British counterparts.]gested that he may have been

Time Out also published;forum World Yeatures was zfgdup_ec}’by what hie called “paid;
what it nOw says was a copy Of! sgec1a‘1 case, a?d in accordihacks” working for the CIA.
an internal CIA memorandumi"”m the COI’[V.E,‘I'\UUH..COLHC] ob-}  Undoubtedly, many of the
discussing the news service.|®rate only with the blessingifree-lancers — and perhaps
Intellivence sources here haveiand knowledge of the British'some of the editors—did not:
saicl that the text sounds au,;mtelhgence services, iknow about the CIA sponsov
thentie. Editor Crozier indignantly ship. _ -

The memo is addressed to:denied in a telephone inter-i In fact, Forum World Fea-
“DCL,” probably former Direc view t“nat t'n? news agency had: tures was very caveful. abolity
of Central Intellizence a0V link with the CIA. Heithe writers from whom it toox,
Richadl Helms, and appears|readily acknowledged that it!copy.. One American free-
from internal evidence, to|Was an offshoot of a CIA give-{lancer living in Britain sold
have heen written In 1968, As!away news service, but in-izeveral articles to the agency.
printed in Time Out, it says: isisted that he had broken the§ but then was told it could buy

“Forum World Features Iid.tie to the agency. ino more. “You have a Jewish
(FI\VF) is an intel‘national; Crozier said he became di.-.nﬂnle,”‘ an ediior expiained,
news feature service located|rector of Forum World Foa-| “and our clients in the Middle
in London and incorporated in' tures in 1985 when he was told: East would not lixe that by-
Delaware whose overt aim is ihat Whitney had bought it.;lme"
to provide on a cominercial; Thereatter, he said, he strug-] A new home has been found
hasis a comprehensive weekly|gled to break the remaining|by both editors: the Institute
service covering international!links to the CIA's Congress|for the Study of Confliet.

succeeded in 1956.
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He said that it was possible -
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